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Modern Coccolith
Plates

(5-10 µm diameter)
These were shed from

Emiliania huxleyi . It
would take thousands of
them to make one inch!

Fossil Coccolith Plates

This Chalk is approximately 60
million years old (Paleocene

Age) and is very dense
because the coccoliths are

tightly packed.
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Figure 2
The Chalk Cliffs along the Southern Coast of  England

The “Seven Sisters” looking westwards. Birling Gap, East Sussex. 
Photo by C. Jeffery, 1974. British Geological Survey


